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AAfter learning about the Oil Sight Glass and
Level Monitor (OSGL) at the Noria Machinery 
Lubrication Training and vendor reception, 
Edward Thueme of Cargill Salt St. Clair de-
cided with his Lube Team Leader to install the 
OSGLs on a steam turbine in their facility.  Ed 
also began installing the standard Oil Sight 
Glass on many of their pumps and larger gear 
boxes.  Ed states, ““II  ffiirrmmllyy  bbeelliieevvee  tthhaatt  tthheessee  
wwaatteerr  sseeppaarraattoorrss  wwiillll  bbee  ggoooodd  ffoorr  oouurr  ffaacciilliittyy,,  
wwhhaatt  wwiitthh  tthhee  nnaassttyy  eennvviirroonnmmeenntt  wwee  hhaavvee  wwiitthh  
sstteeaamm,,  hhiigghh  hhuummiiddiittyy,,  lleeaakkiinngg  mmeecchhaanniiccaall  
sseeaallss  aanndd  ppiippiinngg  nneeaarrbbyy..    II  hhaavvee  aallrreeaaddyy  bbeeeenn  
ggiivveenn  tthhee  ggoo--aahheeaadd  bbyy  bbootthh  mmyy  SSuuppeerrvviissoorr  aanndd  
tthhee  MMaaiinntteennaannccee  PPllaannnneerr    ttoo  ppuurrssuuee  tthhiiss  
aaggeennddaa  ooff  hhaavviinngg  tthheessee  ssppeecciiaall  ssiigghhtt  ggllaasssseess  
oonn  oouurr  eeqquuiippmmeenntt,,  ffoorr  aa  ccoonnssttaanntt  vviieewwiinngg  ooff  
tthhee  ooiill,,  ccoonnddiittiioonn,,  aanndd  pprreesseennccee  ooff  wwaa--
tteerr..    TThhaannkkss  aaggaaiinn,,  II  ffiirrmmllyy  bbeelliieevvee  yyoouurr  pprroodd--
uuccttss  aarree  ggooiinngg  ttoo  hheellpp  uuss  iinn  tthhiiss  ssaalltt  pprroodduucciinngg  
ppllaanntt,,  wwhheerree  aatt  ttiimmeess  wwee  hhaavvee  wwaatteerr  pprroobb--
lleemmss,,  aanndd  hheellpp  uuss  rriidd  tthhee  eeqquuiippmmeenntt  ooff  wwaatteerr  
bbeeffoorree  iitt  ccaann  ddoo  aannyy  ddaammaaggee..””  

EEd continues to sing the praises of the Oil
Sight Glass and Level Monitor after experienc-
ing how well they compliment Cargill’s existing 
lubrication management program.  After instal-
lation of the OSGL on a piece of equipment, he 
makes it a point to talk with the Departmental 
Supervisor or Machine Operator to explain 
““tthhee  vviirrttuueess  aanndd  bbeenneeffiittss  ttoo  hhiimm,,  hhiiss  ddeeppaarrtt--
mmeenntt,,  aanndd  oouurr  ppllaanntt..    HHooww  jjuusstt  wwaallkkiinngg  bbyy  tthhee  
eeqquuiippmmeenntt  hhee  ccaann  tteellll  vveerryy  eeaassiillyy  wwhheetthheerr  iitt  

hhaass  tthhee  ccoorrrreecctt  lleevveell  ooff  ooiill,,  ccllaarriittyy,,  ccoolloorr,,  ccoonn--
ttaammiinnaattiioonn,,  aanndd  iiff  tthheerree  iiss  wwaatteerr  iinn  iitt,,  wwhhiicchh  
hhee  ccaann  ppuurrggee  oouutt  iimmmmeeddiiaatteellyy  bbeeffoorree  iitt  ddooeess  
aannyy  ddaammaaggee  --  pplluuss  tthhee  aaddddeedd  bbeenneeffiittss  ooff  tthhee  
bbrreeaatthheerr  eeqquuaalliizziinngg  tthhee  pprreessssuurree  wwiitthhiinn  tthhee  
ggeeaarrbbooxx  aanndd  ssiigghhtt  ggllaassss..    TThhee  ffaacctt  tthhaatt  tthhee  
bbrreeaatthheerr  hhaass  aa  22  mmiiccrroonn  ffiilltteerr  jjuusstt  aaddddss  iicciinngg  
ttoo  tthhee  ccaakkee..    II  mmaakkee  ssuurree  tthheeyy  aarree  aawwaarree  tthhaatt  
tthhee  OOSSGGLL  iiss  aa  mmuullttii--ffuunnccttiioonn  ttooooll  tthhaatt  sseerrvveess  
55--66  ffuunnccttiioonnss  ffoorr  uuss  aanndd  ggrreeaattllyy  iimmpprroovveess  nnoott
oonnllyy  oouurr  MMaaiinntteennaannccee  RReelliiaabbiilliittyy,,  bbuutt  aallssoo  iiss
wwiitthhiinn  oouurr  LLuubbrriiccaattiioonn  BBeesstt  PPrraaccttiicceess  aass  wweellll..””
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O I L  S I G H T  G L A S S  &
L E V E L  M O N I T O R  

S E R V I C E  &  S O L U T I O N S

““....jjuusstt  wwaallkkiinngg  
bbyy  tthhee  eeqquuiippmmeenntt  
[[mmaacchhiinnee  ooppeerraa--
ttoorrss]]  ccaann  tteellll  vveerryy  
eeaassiillyy  wwhheetthheerr  iitt  
hhaass  tthhee  ccoorrrreecctt  
lleevveell  ooff  ooiill,,  ccllaarriittyy,,  
ccoolloorr,,  ccoonnttaammiinnaa--
ttiioonn,,  aanndd  iiff  tthheerree  iiss  
wwaatteerr  iinn  iitt……””  
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AAnn  EEssccoo  OOiill  SSiigghhtt  GGllaassss  &&  LLeevveell  MMoonniittoorr  iinn--
ssttaalllleedd  oonn  aa  sstteeaamm  ttuurrbbiinnee  aatt  tthhee  CCaarrggiillll  SSaalltt  
ffaacciilliittyy,,  SStt..  CCllaaiirr  
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“...the OSGL is a 
multi-function tool 
that serves 5-6 
functions for us 
and greatly 
improves not only 
our Maintenance 
Reliability, but 
also is within 
our Lubrication 
Best Practices.” 

Edward Thueme 
Cargill Salt 
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In Cargill’s large facilities, it is necessary to

obtain proper oil level on gearboxes that are in 
difficult to see and hard to reach places.  Ed 
worked with his Lube Team Leader to install 
an Oil Sight Glass and Level Monitor “on a 
large Falk Gearbox that is on a screw conveyor 
mounted about 15 feet in the air.  With the 
OSGL on it, you can see everything while 
standing on the floor below.”  The red and 
green O-rings used to mark running and idle 
oil levels are easy to see from some distance.  

Outside in the cold Michigan winter, equip-

ment must be resilient to the elements.  At 
Cargill, the Oil Sight Glass and Level Monitor 
has proven to withstand the harsh tempera-
tures.  Made of strong, impact resistant 
acrylic, there is no risk of breakage as long as 
the OSGL doesn’t completely fill with water in 
freezing temperatures. “One nice thing about 
the OSGL is that it gives you the benefits of 
being able to see your lubricant and the con-
dit ion of it ,  l ike if  made of 
glass,  while actually it's acrylic and will not 
shatter nor have the same food safety conse-
quences that glass would have.  Most other 
sight glasses are at least partially con-
structed of glass, which we are very sensitive 
to in a food plant, and with yours being con-
structed from acrylic, it is a big plus for us.” 

The OSGL is a useful tool for the food indus-

try by providing an easy way to gauge oil level 
and drain water, while complying with safety 
regulations.  Contact Esco today to learn 
more about how the OSG product line can 
compliment your lubrication program. 

An OSGL installed on a bearing housing at 
Cargill Salt.   

Great visibility from the floor: an Oil Sight 
Glass & Level Monitor installed 15’ above the 
viewer. 

Exposure to cold weather is not a problem for 
the OSGL, seen here on a large gearbox. 
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